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  Over the last six years, PATH – Palatine Assisting Through Hope, has quietly made a tremendous impact 

on the lives of thousands of people in the Palatine community.  Here is the story of a long time Palatine 

resident; one of the many who has benefitted from PATH’s core mission to empower those experiencing 

adversity.  

Guadalupe Gutierrez, is a single mother of three who has lived in Palatine for the last 14 years.  She recently 

met with her 8th grader‟s counselor at Winston Campus.  Gutierrez confided that she had been struggling to 

make ends meet for her children and herself.  

Gutierrez works full-time to provide for her family, but as a single mother-with a single income during tough 

economic times, she began to fall behind in her rent and the bills began to pile up.   

The counselor at Winston Campus referred Gutierrez to PATH, as so many counselors throughout District 15 

and 211 have done in the past when they learn of families who are struggling.   

PATH representatives met with Gutierrez, and after determining her financial need, helped her catch up on 

her October rent in addition to covering her rent for the month of November. 

“When PATH  told me they were going to also help me to get ahead for the next month, I was so relieved. I 

can‟t explain how hard it feels to worry about how my kids will be fed,” Gutierrez said.  

Gutierrez also received a $50 gas card and a $75 gift card to buy groceries, which also helped to alleviate her 

burdens. She says that the „hand-up‟ she received will help her to get back on her feet and become self-

sufficient once again.  

“This type of help allows me to be able to start to handle my bills now and I will be able to take care of 

myself and my kids by having the chance to get ahead,” said Gutierrez.  

Gutierrez says she won‟t forget the help she received, and is forever grateful to PATH.  

“It is amazing that people who don‟t even know you can come into your life and make such a difference; I 

am so grateful to PATH and will not forget what they have done for me and my family,” Gutierrez said.  
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PATH 

PATH is an organization dedicated to  

empowering people in need.  This mission is 

carried out by providing food, clothing, and 

other basic needs for families in crisis.  A 

wide variety of programs for underprivileged 

children are also supported.   

PATHôs ultimate goal is to  transform lives 

by connecting those who need them with vital 

community resources in the Greater Palatine 

PATH Founders 

To volunteer, become a 

donor partner or to learn 

about upcoming events, 

check out our website at :  

www.PATH-Palatine.org 

Mailing Address:  

1224 W. Northwest 

Highway  

Palatine, Illinois  60067  

http://www.PATH-Palatine.org


 

Organization 

PATH‟s Communications Coordinator, 

Deb George, maintains the volunteer 

database, which presently consists of 150 

people.  George is hopeful that number will 

continue to grow as more people become 

aware of the impact PATH has had on the 

Palatine community.  

When PATH takes on a client, George is 

the person who communicates the client 

needs-such as food, clothing or other basic 

needs-to the volunteer network through 

email.  

There also are times when PATH needs a 

helping hand managing its own operations. 

“We sometimes need help organizing our 

storage unit, or delivering items to our 

clients,” George said.  

When George joined PATH in the Spring 

of 2009, she began to help by 

proofreading communications sent out to 

the volunteer network or to the media.  

By the fall of 2009, she had taken over 

volunteer network operations and was 

named communications coordinator.  

George also happens to be the person who 

came up with the PATH acronym, which 

stands for Palatine Assisting Through 

Hope. And the words represented by 

PATH really do sum up the foundation of 

its mission statement: “…..PATH’s 

ultimate goal is to transform lives by 

connecting those in need with vital 

community resources in the Greater 

Palatine Area.”  

George says volunteers are always needed 

to continue reaching PATH‟s goal to 

„transform lives.‟  

“I feel very honored to be a part of PATH –I 

believe in the work we do and that we are 

doing great things for families; the generosity 

of our volunteer network is boundless and 

amazing,” George said. 

 To learn more about becoming a PATH 

volunteer, contact Deb George at        

info@path-palatine.org. 

 

Ramona Tyack serves as the Events Coor-

dinator for PATH, and has been involved 

with the organization since it officially 

became a non-profit in 2007. 

Tyack oversees the upcoming Day of   

Giving , now in its 6th year.  The Day of 

Giving is actually a two-day event to be 

held Friday November 25 and Saturday        

November 26. Truckloads of donated 

clothing ultimately makes it into the hands 

of families „in need‟ living in Palatine.  
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Meet Two of the people who help to ensure                              

PATHôs mission is fulfilled 

Tyack is charged with coordinating not 

only the drop-off dates and locations for 

donations, but also organizing volunteers 

to sort clothes prior to the Day of Giving 

in addition to helping at the event itself.  

Donations of gently used or new clothing-

including winter coats-for infants to   

children 18 years of age will be accepted 

at Immanuel Lutheran Church Sunday,   

November 20 from 11am until 1pm at the 

„Annex Parking Lot‟ at the corner of 

Bothwell and Wood Streets.  

Palatine Opportunity Center (POC) has 

hosted the Day of Giving since its pilot 

year in November of 2006, where       

attendees are able to „shop‟ for the      

donated clothing items-free of charge.   

Friday is „VIP‟ night from 6-8pm. A $6 

donation to the POC gets participants a     

t-shirt and „first dibs‟ on  clothing  

Saturday is open to the public from 8-11am.  

Tyack says in previous years the line begins to 

form 45 minutes before the doors open.   

Tyack also is in charge of keeping order at the 

event by managing the flow of people; 20 fam-

ilies can enter every 15 minutes.  

At the 2010 event, more than 1500 people 

were served over the two days.  

“Though it is a lot of hard work and time 

spent, it is so gratifying on the day of the event

– the smiles on especially the childrens‟ faces 

when they find something they really need;  I 

realize how important this day is to so many 

people,” Tyack said.                                                      

“The best thing is that these clothes stay in 

Palatine; they are not being resold, no one is 

making a profit and they are going to families 

who truly need them,” Tyack said.                   

Visit www.path-palatine.org for more       

information or to learn how to get involved. 

http://www.PATH-Palatine.org

